to achieve communism. This, he argued, was only possible when the means of production had developed to a higher stage. ' ' This analysis reflected the philosophy of the Socialist Party of Great Britain (SPGB) whose ideas he had absorbed while active in the Socialist Party of Canada (SPC).
12 That this analysis did not send alarm bells ringing through the minds of McDonald's hosts suggests a certain theoretical simplicity on the part of the CPNZ in this period.
Later in November McDonald travelled north to Auckland where the first controversy of the tour erupted. The Auckland communist group asked him to speak from the platform of the local Labour Party which he refused to do, again reflecting the philosophy of die SPGB who saw all parties other than themselves as bogus and tools of the "master class." McDonald was strongly supported in this stand by the Wellington group, who at this time formed the National Executive. They assured him that they did not agree with the Auckland's request, 11 which was condemned for sinking the individuality of the Party.
14 The strength of their condemnation of the Aucklanders reflected an emerging rivalry between the two communist groups which later broke out into a more open conflict for control of the National Executive. While in the North, McDonald also spoke in Huntly, a major mining town south of Auckland. Here he was rather more impressed by the group, 13 later suggesting it was the only "real" communist group in the North Island.' 19 This frantic pace was maintained until his departure from New Zealand late in May. In total some 88 meetings were conducted in seven months.
20
McDonald was not the only "Canadian" visitor on the West Coast in this period. The Police were keeping a close watch on two Belgians who had recently arrived in New Zealand from Canada. Information had been received that they were pro Bolshevik, had been associated with the OBU and rww, and had apparendy left Canada because of political discrimination. 21 The Police Commissioner in Wellington asked local detectives to pay close attention to the Belgians and determine whether they engaged in any agitating. This was clearly with a view to possible deportation under the Undesirable Immigrants Exclusion Act. The two left for Sydney in May 1922 having made no attempt to contact the local socialist movement.
22
Given this climate of suspicion, it is hardly surprising that all McDonald's meetings were attended by local constables who reported the content to their superiors. According to the Police the meetings were only sparsely attended. However, other reports suggest at least some of his meetings drew large crowds, a meeting at Blackball on 13 January drew more than 200. 24 In addition to public speaking "Mac," as he was generally known, also wrote frequently for the Grey River Argus, which have further raised his profile.
Even if 
